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Pre-service reflection: 

The Christian is in a different position from other people who are 
trying to be good. Others hope, by being good, to please God if 
there is one; or—if they things there is not—at least they hope to 
deserve approval from good men. But the Christian thinks any 
good he does comes from the Christ-life inside him. He does not 
think God will love us because we are good, but that God will 
make us good because He loves us; just as the roof of a green-
house does not attract the sun because it is bright, but becomes 
bright because the sun shines on it.  

-C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity, 63. 
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Call to Worship 
Psalm 6 3 

 

Leader 
O God, you are my God; earnestly I seek you; 
    my soul thirsts for you; 
my flesh faints for you, 
    as in a dry and weary land where there is no water. 
So I have looked upon you in the sanctuary, 
    beholding your power and glory. 
 

Congregation 

Because your steadfast love is better than life, 

    my lips will praise you. 

So I will bless you as long as I live; 

    in your name I will lift up my hands. 
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Come Behold The Wondrous Mystery 
Words and Music by Matt Boswell, Matt Papa, and Michael Bleecker 

Come behold the wondrous mystery in the dawning of the King 

He the theme of heaven's praises robed in frail humanity 

In our longing, in our darkness, now the light of life has come  

Look to Christ, who condescended, took on flesh to ransom us.  

 

Come behold the wondrous mystery, He the perfect Son of Man 

In His living, in His suffering, never trace nor stain of sin  

See the true and better Adam, come to save the hell-bound man  

Christ the great and sure fulfillment of the law, in Him we stand.  

 

Come behold the wondrous mystery, Christ the Lord upon the tree  

In the stead of ruined sinners hangs the Lamb in victory  

See the price of our redemption, see the Father’s plan unfold  

Bringing many sons to glory, grace unmeasured, love untold  

 

Come behold the wondrous mystery, slain by death the God of life 

But no grave could e’er restrain Him, praise the Lord, He is alive  

What a foretaste of deliverance, how unwavering our hope 

Christ in power resurrected, as will we be when He comes.  

 

Come behold the wondrous mystery, slain by death the God of life 

But no grave could e’er restrain Him, praise the Lord, He is alive  
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Lift Up Thy Bleeding Hand 
words: Cecil Frances Humphreys Alexander, Andrew Osenga  
music: Andrew Osenga 

When wounded sore the stricken heart 

Lies bleeding and unbound, 

One only hand, a pierced hand, 

Can salve the sinner's wound. 

 

When sorrow swells the laden breast, 

And tears of anguish flow, 

One only heart, a broken heart, 

Can feel the sinner's woe. 

 

CHORUS 

Lift up Thy bleeding hand, O Lord, 

Unseal that cleansing tide; 

We have no shelter from our sin 

But in Thy wounded side. 

 

When penitential grief has wept o'er some foul dark spot, 

One only stream, 

A stream of blood, 

Can wash away the blot. 

 

Tis Jesus' blood that washes clean, 

His hand that brings relief, 

His heart that's touched 

With all our joys, 

And feels for all our grief. 

CHORUS X2 
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Lord, I Need You 
Daniel Carson , Kristian Stanfill , Christy Nockels , Matt Maher , Jesse Reeves 

Lord, I come, I confess 

Bowing here I find my rest 

Without You I fall apart 

You're the One that guides my heart 

 
CHORUS 

Lord, I need You, oh, I need You 

Every hour I need You 

My one defense, My righteousness 

Oh God, how I need You 

 
Where sin runs deep, Your grace is more 

Where grace is found is where You are 

And where You are, Lord, I am free 

Holiness is Christ in me 

CHORUS 

 
Teach my song to rise to You 

When temptation comes my way 

And when I cannot stand I'll fall on You 

Jesus, You're my hope and stay 

CHORUS 

 

My one defense 

My righteousness 

Oh God, how I need You… 
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Confession of Sin 
Leader 
Let us confess our sin together. 

Congregation 

Holy Lord, we are guilty: We put ourselves first, and we 

don’t believe what You say; we don’t seek Your view of the 

world in Your Word; we often don’t look for You working 

in our daily lives. 

Our sin and shortcomings are like a museum exhibit of ac-
cusations, but they will not stand! For we lay them all now 
on Christ, our sacrifice, advocate, and mediator. Amen. 

WE INVITE YOU TO JOIN US ON YOUR KNEES, OR BOWING  

IN YOUR SEAT, FOR PRIVATE CONFESSION OF SIN. 



 8 

Declaration of Pardon 
Heidelberg Catechism, Question 18 

Leader 
“And who is this mediator—true God and at the same time truly 
human and truly righteous? Our Lord Jesus Christ, who was given 
us to set us completely free and to make us right with God.” 

In Christ, you are forgiven, free, and restored! 

Congregation 

In Christ we are forgiven, free, and restored! 
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The Lord is My Joy 
Nathan Partain  

The Lord is my joy, the Lord is my joy 

When all that I have is lost, I find the Lord is my joy 

The Lord is my strength, the Lord is my strength 

When I am too weak to go on, I find the Lord is my strength 

 

CHORUS 

My all in all is He, my healing King 

My master tends to me, for him my soul shall sing 

 

The Lord is my rock, the Lord is my rock 

When all I have faith in fails, I find the Lord is my rock 

The Lord is my delight, the Lord is my delight 

Above all the joys of life, I find the Lord is my delight 

 

CHORUS 2 

My all in all is He, my breath, my song 

In Him I have everything, to Him my soul belongs 

 

I wait, and wait upon You to come for me in rescue 

Give strength, My heart is failing yet still my lips will praise You (x2) 

 

And with His wings He covers me, He keeps His watch when I’m asleep 

I offer all my plans and dreams, I give my savior everything (x2) 

And with a sword He guards me, He keeps watch when I’m asleep 

He crushes all my enemies, I give my savior everything 

 

CHORUS 3 

My all in all is He, my closest friend 

I put all my trust in Him, on Him my soul depends 
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Confession of Faith 
NEW CITY CATECHISM - QUESTION #48 

 

Leader 
What is the church?  

Congregation 

God chooses and preserves for himself a community 

elected for eternal life and united by faith, who love, fol-

low, learn from, and worship God together. God sends out 

this community to proclaim the gospel and prefigure 

Christ’s kingdom by the quality of their life together and 

their love for one another.  

(kids version) 

 

Leader 
What is the church?  

Congregation 

A community elected for eternal life and united by faith, 

who love, follow, learn from, and worship God together.    

 
 

Prayer led by a New City Elder 
 



What God Has Made Clean 
Pastor Mike McBride  |  Acts 11:1-9  |  September 12, 2021 

 
 

Acts 11 
1 Now the apostles and the brothers who were throughout Judea heard that 
the Gentiles also had received the word of God. 2 So when Peter went up to 
Jerusalem, the circumcision party criticized him, saying, 3 “You went to 
uncircumcised men and ate with them.” 4 But Peter began and explained it to 
them in order: 5 “I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a 
vision, something like a great sheet descending, being let down from heaven 
by its four corners, and it came down to me. 6 Looking at it closely, I observed 
animals and beasts of prey and reptiles and birds of the air. 7 And I heard a 
voice saying to me, ‘Rise, Peter; kill and eat.’ 8 But I said, ‘By no means, Lord; 
for nothing common or unclean has ever entered my mouth.’ 9 But the voice 
answered a second time from heaven, ‘What God has made clean, do not call 
common.’  

 
Leviticus 11 
1And the LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying to them, 2 “Speak to the people of 
Israel, saying, These are the living things that you may eat among all the animals that 
are on the earth. 3 Whatever parts the hoof and is cloven-footed and chews the cud, 
among the animals, you may eat. 4 Nevertheless, among those that chew the cud or 
part the hoof, you shall not eat these: The camel, because it chews the cud but does 
not part the hoof, is unclean to you. 5 And the rock badger, because it chews the cud 
but does not part the hoof, is unclean to you. 6 And the hare, because it chews the cud 
but does not part the hoof, is unclean to you. 7 And the pig, because it parts the hoof 
and is cloven-footed but does not chew the cud, is unclean to you. 8 You shall not eat 
any of their flesh, and you shall not touch their carcasses; they are unclean to you. 

9 “These you may eat, of all that are in the waters. Everything in the waters that has 
fins and scales, whether in the seas or in the rivers, you may eat. 10 But anything in the 
seas or the rivers that does not have fins and scales, of the swarming creatures in the 
waters and of the living creatures that are in the waters, is detestable to you. 11 You 
shall regard them as detestable; you shall not eat any of their flesh, and you shall 
detest their carcasses. 12 Everything in the waters that does not have fins and scales is 
detestable to you. 

13 “And these you shall detest among the birds; they shall not be eaten; they 
are detestable: the eagle, the bearded vulture, the black vulture, 14 the kite, the falcon 
of any kind, 15 every raven of any kind, 16 the ostrich, the nighthawk, the sea gull, 
the hawk of any kind, 17 the little owl, the cormorant, the short-eared owl, 18 the barn 
owl, the tawny owl, the carrion vulture, 19 the stork, the heron of any kind, the 
hoopoe, and the bat. 

20 “All winged insects that go on all fours are detestable to you. 21 Yet among the 
winged insects that go on all fours you may eat those that have jointed legs above 
their feet, with which to hop on the ground. 22 Of them you may eat: the locust of any 
kind, the bald locust of any kind, the cricket of any kind, and the grasshopper of any 
kind. 23 But all other winged insects that have four feet are detestable to you. 

24 “And by these you shall become unclean. Whoever touches their carcass shall be 
unclean until the evening, 25 and whoever carries any part of their carcass shall wash 
his clothes and be unclean until the evening. 26 Every animal that parts the hoof but is 
not cloven-footed or does not chew the cud is unclean to you. Everyone who touches 
them shall be unclean. 27 And all that walk on their paws, among the animals that go 
on all fours, are unclean to you. Whoever touches their carcass shall be unclean until 
the evening, 28 and he who carries their carcass shall wash his clothes and be unclean 
until the evening; they are unclean to you. 

29 “And these are unclean to you among the swarming things that swarm on the 
ground: the mole rat, the mouse, the great lizard of any kind, 30 the gecko, the monitor 
lizard, the lizard, the sand lizard, and the chameleon. 31 These are unclean to you 
among all that swarm. Whoever touches them when they are dead shall be unclean 
until the evening. 32 And anything on which any of them falls when they are dead shall 
be unclean, whether it is an article of wood or a garment or a skin or a sack, any article 
that is used for any purpose. It must be put into water, and it shall be unclean until 
the evening; then it shall be clean. 33 And if any of them falls into any earthenware 
vessel, all that is in it shall be unclean, and you shall break it. 34 Any food in it that 
could be eaten, on which water comes, shall be unclean. And all drink that could be 
drunk from every such vessel shall be unclean. 35 And everything on which any part of 
their carcass falls shall be unclean. Whether oven or stove, it shall be broken in pieces. 
They are unclean and shall remain unclean for you. 36 Nevertheless, a spring or a 
cistern holding water shall be clean, but whoever touches a carcass in them shall be 
unclean. 37 And if any part of their carcass falls upon any seed grain that is to be sown, 
it is clean, 38 but if water is put on the seed and any part of their carcass falls on it, it is 
unclean to you. 

39 “And if any animal which you may eat dies, whoever touches its carcass shall be 
unclean until the evening, 40 and whoever eats of its carcass shall wash his clothes and 
be unclean until the evening. And whoever carries the carcass shall wash his clothes 
and be unclean until the evening. 

41 “Every swarming thing that swarms on the ground is detestable; it shall not be 
eaten. 42 Whatever goes on its belly, and whatever goes on all fours, or whatever has 
many feet, any swarming thing that swarms on the ground, you shall not eat, for they 
are detestable. 43 You shall not make yourselves detestable with any swarming thing 
that swarms, and you shall not defile yourselves with them, and become unclean 
through them. 44 For I am the LORD your God. Consecrate yourselves therefore, and be 
holy, for I am holy. You shall not defile yourselves with any swarming thing that 
crawls on the ground. 45 For I am the LORD who brought you up out of the land of 
Egypt to be your God. You shall therefore be holy, for I am holy.” 

46 This is the law about beast and bird and every living creature that moves through 
the waters and every creature that swarms on the ground, 47 to make a distinction 
between the unclean and the clean and between the living creature that may be eaten 
and the living creature that may not be eaten. 
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Sermon & Communion 
 
During Communion today we ask you to go to a nearby table and receive the 
bread and (red) wine or (white) grape juice. You do not have to hurry through 
the line. Bring the bread and wine back to your seat and we will all partake to-
gether. We are intentionally using slightly larger samples of bread and wine 
than are normal in most Protestant churches. This is an attempt to slow down 
the process a bit and savor the taste while reflecting on the meaning.   
 
Should you take Communion?  
This is a “means of grace”— a method of encouragement and spiritual nourish-
ment from God for those who entrust themselves to Jesus Christ and have re-
ceived the sign of baptism. This is not for perfect people, it’s for broken people 
who are honest about their sin and trust in the mercy of Jesus. However, if you 
are harboring secret or unrepented sin or are in unaddressed conflict with an-
other Christian, we ask that you first repent or go and be reconciled before 
coming to the table.   
  
New City is happy to be a community where people are in process with what 
they believe and honestly struggle with sin and reconciliation. For this reason, 
it is not uncommon for folk to refrain from taking communion.   
 
If not participating in Communion today, we encourage you to pray through 
one of the prayers on the next page.  
  
Children  
Children who profess faith in Christ and have been approved to receive com-
munion by the Elders of New City Church or the leaders of your home church 
are welcome to partake. Children not receiving communion are heartily wel-
comed to go through the line with their parents to observe what is happening.  
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Prayers During Communion 
 

For those searching for truth:  
Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. If what you 

claim is true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of 

who you are. Give me the ability to follow you no matter what it might 

cost me. Give me an understanding for you that is coherent, convincing, 

and leads to the life that you promise. Amen.  

 

For those who desire to profess faith in Christ:  
Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever believed, 

but through you, I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared hope. I 

thank you for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and 

offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been raised from 

the dead and are now representing me at the Father’s right hand in 

heaven, I turn from my sins and receive you as my savior. Amen.  

 

A prayer for those struggling against sin:  
Lord Jesus, give me the ability to see in you the fulfillment of all my needs 

and desires, and help me to turn from every false source of satisfaction to 

feed on you, the true and living bread. Enable me to lay aside the sin that 

clings so closely to me and run with perseverance the race that you have 

set before me, looking only to you, the author and perfecter of my faith. 

Amen.  

 

A prayer for children of the Church:  
Lord Jesus, thank you for giving me the opportunity to grow up in a Chris-

tian family where I am surrounded by the good news of the gospel. Help 

me to grow in my understanding of who you are and what you have done 

for me on the cross. Help me learn what it means for me to turn from my 

sins and trust in you alone for my salvation. Teach me what it means to 

follow you as one of your disciples. Amen.  



 13 

Wood and Nails  
Isaac Wardell, Keith Watts, and Madison Cunningham  

O humble carpenter down on your hands and knees 

Look on your handiwork and build a house  

So you may dwell in Me, So you may dwell in Me  

 

CHORUS 

The work was done with nothing but 

Wood and nails in Your scar-borne hands 

O show me how to work and praise 

Trusting that I am Your instrument  

 

O loving laborer with the sweat upon your face 

O build a table that I too may join you In the Father's place 

Oh in the Father's place 

CHORUS 

 

The kingdom’s come and built upon 

Wood and nails gripped with joyfulness 

So send me out within Your ways, Knowing that the task is finished  

 

The dead will rise and give You praise 

Wood and nails will not hold them down 

These wooden tombs, we’ll break them soon 

And fashion them into flower beds  

 

The curse is done the battle won, 

Swords bent down into plowshares 

Your scar-borne hands, we’ll join with them 

Serving at the table You’ve prepared 
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Build Your Kingdom Here 
Chris Llewellyn, Gareth Gilkeson 

Come, set Your rule and reign in our hearts again 

Increase in us, we pray, unveil why we’re made 

Come, set our hearts ablaze with Hope 

Like wildfire in our very souls 

Holy Spirit come invade us now 

We are Your church 

We need Your power in us 

 
We seek Your kingdom first, we hunger and we thirst 

Refuse to waste our lives, for You’re our joy and prize 

To see the captive hearts released 

The hurt, the sick, the poor at peace 

We lay down our lives for heaven’s cause 

We are Your church 

We pray, ‘revive this earth’ 

 
CHORUS 

Build Your kingdom here, let the darkness fear 

Show Your mighty hand, heal our streets and land 

Set Your church on fire, win creation back 

Change the atmosphere, build Your kingdom here, we pray 

 
Unleash Your kingdom's power, reaching the near and far 

No force of Hell can stop your beauty changing hearts 

You made us for much more than this, awake the kingdom seed in us 

Fill us with the strength and love of Christ 

We are Your church 

We are the hope on earth 

CHORUS X2 
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Benediction 
2 Corinthians 13:14 

 

Leader 
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fel-
lowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
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ACTIVE DEACONS &  DEACONESSES (“DIACONATE”) 
Tom Abbett, Katie Blodgett, Megan Flahive, Dave Ostendorf,                       
Rich Scott (Chairman), Emily Taylor, Paul Taylor, Rebekah Torzewski, Chris 
Vincent, Teresa Wedges 
 
ACTIVE ELDERS (THE “SESSION”) 
Michael Erler, Ben Flack, Daryl Kapp, John McAllen, Mark Moss, Joe Sugimura, 
Dustin Sutherland, Caleb Winter (Clerk) 
 
STAFF 
Taylor Bradbury — Associate Pastor 
Ben Flack — Director of Liturgy 
Rebekah Torzewski — Church Administrator 
Roger Williams — Senior Pastor 
Erin Winders – Director of Nursery Ministries 
Emily Winter — Director of Children’s Ministries 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CONTACT 
P.O. Box 19171 
Indianapolis, IN 46219 
 
 
admin@newcityindy.org 
newcityindy.org 
facebook.com/newcityindy 


