
1 Kings 4 
20 Judah and Israel were as many as the sand by the sea. They ate and 

drank and were happy. 21 Solomon ruled over all the kingdoms from 

the Euphrates to the land of the Philistines and to the border of 

Egypt. They brought tribute and served Solomon all the days of his life. 

22 Solomon's provision for one day was thirty cors of fine flour and sixty 

cors of meal, 23 ten fat oxen, and twenty pasture-fed cattle, a hundred 

sheep, besides deer, gazelles, roebucks, and fattened fowl. 24 For he had 

dominion over all the region west of the Euphrates from Tiphsah to Gaza, 

over all the kings west of the Euphrates. And he had peace on all sides 

around him. 25 And Judah and Israel lived in safety, from Dan even to 

Beersheba, every man under his vine and under his fig tree, all the days of 

Solomon. 26 Solomon also had 40,000 stalls of horses for his chariots, and 

12,000 horsemen. 27 And those officers supplied provisions for King 

Solomon, and for all who came to King Solomon's table, each one in his 

month. They let nothing be lacking. 28 Barley also and straw for the horses 

and swift steeds they brought to the place where it was required, each 

according to his duty. 

29 And God gave Solomon wisdom and understanding beyond measure, 

and breadth of mind like the sand on the seashore, 30 so that Solomon's 

wisdom surpassed the wisdom of all the people of the east and all the 

wisdom of Egypt. 31 For he was wiser than all other men, wiser than Ethan 

the Ezrahite, and Heman, Calcol, and Darda, the sons of Mahol, and his 

fame was in all the surrounding nations. 32 He also spoke 3,000 

proverbs, and his songs were 1,005. 33 He spoke of trees, from the cedar 

that is in Lebanon to the hyssop that grows out of the wall. He spoke also 

of beasts, and of birds, and of reptiles, and of fish. 34 And people of all 

nations came to hear the wisdom of Solomon, and from all the kings of 

the earth, who had heard of his wisdom. 
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Solomon’s vast and peaceful kingdom points both (1) 
back to God’s promise to Abraham and (2) ahead to 
another, wiser King whose kingdom will never end.   

 
 

1 Kings 2 
1 When David's time to die drew near, he commanded Solomon his son, 

saying, 2 “I am about to go the way of all the earth. Be strong, and show 

yourself a man, 3 and keep the charge of the Lord your God, walking in his 

ways and keeping his statutes, his commandments, his rules, and his 

testimonies, as it is written in the Law of Moses, that you may prosper in 

all that you do and wherever you turn, 4 that the Lord may establish his 

word that he spoke concerning me, saying, ‘If your sons pay close 

attention to their way, to walk before me in faithfulness with all their 

heart and with all their soul, you shall not lack a man on the throne of 

Israel…’ 

10 Then David slept with his fathers and was buried in the city of 

David. 11 And the time that David reigned over Israel was forty years. He 

reigned seven years in Hebron and thirty-three years in Jerusalem. 12 So 

Solomon sat on the throne of David his father, and his kingdom was 

firmly established. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 Kings 3 
3 Solomon loved the Lord, walking in the statutes of David his father, only 

he sacrificed and made offerings at the high places. 4 And the king went to 

Gibeon to sacrifice there, for that was the great high place. Solomon used 

to offer a thousand burnt offerings on that altar. 5 At 

Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night, and God said, 

“Ask what I shall give you.” 6 And Solomon said, “You have shown great 

and steadfast love to your servant David my father, because he walked 

before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart 

toward you. And you have kept for him this great and steadfast love 

and have given him a son to sit on his throne this day. 7 And now, 

O Lord my God, you have made your servant king in place of David my 

father, although I am but a little child. I do not know how to go out or 

come in. 8 And your servant is in the midst of your people whom you have 

chosen, a great people, too many to be numbered or counted for 

multitude. 9 Give your servant therefore an understanding mind to govern 

your people, that I may discern between good and evil, for who is able to 

govern this your great people?” 

10 It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. 11 And God said to him, 

“Because you have asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or 

riches or the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself 

understanding to discern what is right, 12 behold, I now do according to 

your word. Behold, I give you a wise and discerning mind, so that none 

like you has been before you and none like you shall arise after you. 13 I 

give you also what you have not asked, both riches and honor, so that no 

other king shall compare with you, all your days. 14 And if you will walk in 

my ways, keeping my statutes and my commandments, as your father 

David walked, then I will lengthen your days.” 

 

 
 


