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Work is designed by God to be the way  
he cares for our world through his image-bearers. 

 
Providence – God’s provides for our (now broken) world. 

 
James 1 17 Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from 
the Father of lights with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. 

Matthew 5  43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and 
hate your enemy.’ 44 But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who 
persecute you, 45 so that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven. For he 
makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on 
the unjust.  

Psalm 145 16You open your hand; you satisfy the desire of every living thing. 
 
 
 
Work – God provides through  his (now broken) image-bearers. 

 
Genesis 2 15 The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to 
work it and keep it. 

Genesis 3 17 And to Adam God said, 

“Because you have listened to the voice of your wife  
    and have eaten of the tree of which I commanded you,  ‘You shall not eat of it,’ 
cursed is the ground because of you; 
    in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life; 
18 thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; 
    and you shall eat the plants of the field. 
19 By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread, 
till you return to the ground, for out of it you were taken; 
for you are dust, and to dust you shall return.”  
 
Psalm 147 13 For he strengthens the bars of your gates; 
    he blesses your children within you. 
14 He makes peace in your borders; 
    he fills you with the finest of the wheat. 

God could easily give you grain and fruit without your plowing and planting, but 
does not want to do so….[just as a parent gives children opportunity to share in 
the work, though parents could do it better]…What else is all our work to God – 
whether in the fields, in the garden, in the city, in the house or in the government 
– but just such a child’s performance, by which He wants to give His gifts in the 
fields, at home, and everywhere else?  These are the masks of God, behind which 
He wants to remain concealed and do all things.  -Martin Luther, Works 14:95 

God milks the cows through the vocation of milk maids.  –Luther Works 21:37 

The church’s approach to an intelligent carpenter is usually confined to exhorting 
him not to be drunk and disorderly in his leisure hours and to come to church on 
Sundays. What the church should be telling him is this: That the very first demand 
that his religion makes upon him is that he should make good tables.  -Dorothy 
Sayers, Creed or Chaos, 56-57 
 

 
 

Jesus – Work is put in its created order again. 
 

1 Corinthians 1 30 And because of him (God the Father) you are in Christ Jesus, 
who became to us wisdom from God, righteousness and sanctification and 
redemption, 31 so that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 

 
 

It is a pure invention [fiction] that Popes, bishops, priests, and monks are called 
the “spiritual estate” while princes, lords, artisans, and farmers are called the 
“temporal estate.” This is indeed a piece of deceit and hypocrisy.  Yet no one need 
be intimidated by it, and that for this reason: all Christians are truly of the spiritual 
estate, and there is no difference among them except that of office…We are all 
consecrated priests by baptism, as St. Peter Says: “you are a royal priesthood and 
a priestly realm” (1 Peter 2:9). Revelation says, “You have made us to be kings and 
priests by your blood” (Rev 5:9-10).  -Martin Luther, Three Treatises, 12 
 

The question regarding our choice of work is no longer “what will make me the 
most money and give me the most status?”  The question must now be “How, 
with my abilities and opportunities, can I be of greatest service to other people, 
knowing what I do of God’s will and of human need?”  -Timothy Keller, Every Good 
Endeavor, 67 

 


