Luke 7:11-17 (NASB)

"Soon afterwards Jesus went to a city called Nain; and His disciples were
going along with Him, accompanied by a large crowd. > Now as He
approached the gate of the city, a dead man was being carried out, the only
son of his mother, and she was a widow; and a sizeable crowd from the city

was with her.

3When the Lord saw her, He felt compassion for her, and said to her, “Do

”
not weep.

“And He came up and touched the coffin; and the bearers came to a halt.
And He said, “Young man, 1 say to you, arise!” > The dead man sat up and

began to speak. And Jesus gave him back to his mother.

1 Fear gripped them all, and they began glorifying God, saying, “A great
prophet has arisen among us!” and, “God has visited His people!” 7 This
report concerning Him went out all over Judea and in all the surrounding

district.

Colossians 3:12-14

2 Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 3 Bear with each other and
forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord
forgave you. " And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in

perfect unity.

We will always sit somewhat uneasy in the present, haunted by the brokenness of the
‘now.” The future we hope for—a future when justice rolls down like waters and
righteousness like an ever-flowing stream—hangs over our present and gives us a vision
of what to work for in the here and now as we continue to pray, ‘Your kingdom come.’

-James K.A. Smith, Desiring the Kingdom, 158

Compassion Unbound
Luke 7:11-17
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of
mercies and God of all comfort, “who comforts us in all our affliction, so
that we may be able to comfort those who are in any affliction, with the

comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God.
2 Corinthians 1:3-4

Jesus empowers compassion by loving with compassion.

“The Lord saw her...”
We have been seen, therefore we see

People in their need

People in their need

“He felt compassion for her...”
We have received compassion, therefore we exercise compassion

With a heart that is empty

With heart that is full

“He... said...touched...gave...”
We have been acted upon, therefore we act

Embodying part of the future

With personal investment



