
Luke 2:39-52 
39 And when they had performed everything according to the Law of the Lord, 

they returned into Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 40 And the child 

grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was upon 

him. 

41 Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover. 
42 And when he was twelve years old, they went up according to custom. 
43 And when the feast was ended, as they were returning, the boy Jesus stayed 

behind in Jerusalem. His parents did not know it, 44 but supposing him to be 

in the group they went a day's journey, but then they began to search for him 

among their relatives and acquaintances, 45 and when they did not find him, 

they returned to Jerusalem, searching for him.  

46 After three days they found him in the temple, sitting among the teachers, 

listening to them and asking them questions. 47 And all who heard him were 

amazed at his understanding and his answers. 48 And when his parents saw 

him, they were astonished. And his mother said to him, “Son, why have you 

treated us so? Behold, your father and I have been searching for you in great 

distress.” 49 And he said to them, “Why were you looking for me? Did you not 

know that I must be in my Father's house?” 50 And they did not understand 

the saying that he spoke to them. 51 And he went down with them and came 

to Nazareth and was submissive to them. And his mother treasured up all 

these things in her heart. 

52 And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and 

man. 

--------- 

Being a Christian, growing in grace, means becoming like Christ. But if we are 

modeling our lives on a Christ who was not really human, who did not really get inside 

our experiences, we will end up living Christian lives which are lacking in the warmth 

and compassion of real humanity.        -Sinclair Ferguson, Grow in Grace, 5 

 

Jesus did not possess any special means of spiritual growth which are not available to 

us. It is essential to realize this if we are to understand Jesus, if we are to become like 

him.        -Sinclair Ferguson, Grow in Grace, 20 

Increasing in Wisdom and Grace 
Luke 2:39-52 

 

Because Jesus fulfilled his calling,  
we can have life in him, with him, and like him. 

 

Life in him – Jesus as source 
Passover, Temple, I must be 
 

 
 

Life with him – Jesus as companion 
listening to them and asking questions, they did not understand, was submissive to them 
 

Hebrews 4 14 Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through 
the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. 15 For we 
do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, 
but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. 
16 Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may 
receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need. 

 

 
 

Life like him – Jesus as example 
increased in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and man 

Colossians 1 9 And so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased to pray for 
you, asking that you may be filled with the knowledge of his will in all 
spiritual wisdom and understanding, 10 so as to walk in a manner worthy of 
the Lord, fully pleasing to him: bearing fruit in every good work and 
increasing in the knowledge of God; 11 being strengthened with all power, 
according to his glorious might, for all endurance and patience with joy; 
12 giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the 
inheritance of the saints in light. 13 He has delivered us from the domain of 
darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, 14 in whom 
we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 


